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SHARING THE JOURNEY

July/August 2025

Greetings in the Name of our
Savior Jesus Christ! I pray that you
are doing well during these hot days
of summer. I pray that since our last
newsletter you have had a happy
Mother’s Day, Memorial Day, and
Father’s Day, and I pray they have all
been wonderful celebrations! Shortly
now we will celebrate Independence
Day and enter into the “dead of
summer.” | pray everyone stays well,
stays cool, and stays encouraged!

The other day my Bible app
on my phone had Colossians 1:12 as
the verse for the day. Paul tells us,
...giving thanks to the Father who
has qualified us to be partakers of
the inheritance of the saints in the
light.  Think about that term
“qualified.” When we see that term, I
believe we naturally think to things
such as education, training, etc. that
will “qualify” us for some specific
job or function. No doubt whatever
we go into in life takes some
education and training. [ sure am
thankful though, that the only thing
we need to do to be “qualified” to
inherit what God has for us is to have
faith in Jesus Christ as our Savior.
Most of you have heard me say
before, God loves us unconditionally.
That means we don’t have to meet
some kind of standard to earn God’s
love. However, God does require
conditions of us in that love. For
example, John 3:16 tells us that God
loved us so much that He gave His
Son. But it doesn’t end there; it tells
us that we must believe if we are to
have everlasting life: condition.
Proverbs 3:5-6 tells us that in order
to have direction we must trust:
another condition. I could go on and
on pointing this out, but I believe we
get the point. Bottom line up front,
when we trust (condition) Christ as
our Savior, God qualifies us to
inherit all He has for us. What an
encouraging thought. Christian, you

are qualified — now go and let others
know the love of God so that they
can be qualified as well!

We are continuing in our
sermon series on Victory on Sunday
morning, engaging Bible studies on
Wednesday night, Sunday school on
Sunday morning; many opportunities
to come and worship Him who has
qualified us and seeks to qualify
others. Come on out and celebrate
our Victory!

God bless and keep you!
Daniel
Phil 4:13

Church Office will be closed

Thursday, July 3%,
NOMINATING
COMMITTEE

The nominating committee will be

doing their yearly work of

nominating God's people to serve in
different roles in His church.
Remember our motto: "Serving a
God that Still Can!" Folks, since we
serve a God who still can, certainly
His people can do something for His
church. Prayerfully ask and discern,
"What can I give God's church this
upcoming church year?" Allow the
Holy Spirit to speak to you about
what you can do, and then when
asked by the nominating committee
to serve, say an emphatic "YES!"
Remember, as long as you have
breath on this earth through God's
blessing, you can do something for
His kingdom!

JULY BIRTHDAYS
July 2 Tracey M. Foley
July 3 Brenda Ferguson
July 9 Sharon M. Hall
Della Chapman
July 13 Tamie Foley
July 17 Jesse Cannaday
July 18 Brandi Barrett
July 20 Kristen Collins
July 21 Imogene McMillian
July 22 Betty R. Martin
July 24 Jean Swain
July 25 William Turner
July 26 David Keen
July 27 Sherri Mason
July 29 Betty Jo Foley
Beth Howell
July 31 Mike Weaver
AUGUST BIRTHDAYS
Aug. 1 Ken Meeks
Addis Mabe
Aug. 4 Victoria Lynn Chaney
Aug. 09  Matthew Thompson
Aug. 10 Cheryl Newman
Aug. 11 Breanna Lawson
Lilah Baumgardner
Aug. 12 Shirley Ramsey Gilbert
Aug. 16  Dwayne Wright
Aug. 17 Sarah Surratt
Aug. 19  Michelin Hall
Joshua Rodgers
Louise Webb
Aug. 23 Mary Stegall
Aug. 24  Wayne Miles
Aug. 26  Austin Boggs
Aug. 28  Allison Seay
Aug.29  Darnell Boyd
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CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING

The Church Council will meet Wednesday, July 2, at
6:00 p.m. Come prepared to plan events for the church
calendar through December 2025. Those on the church
council include: Pastor, Deacons Chairperson, Music
Director, Stewardship Chairperson, Sunday School
Director, WMU Director, and Youth Coordinating
Chairperson. Other committee chairpersons are
encouraged to attend if they have items to add to the
calendar.

BUSINESS MEETING

The next Business Meeting will be August 13™ at 6:00
PM. A new slate of Officers, Teachers, and
Committees will be presented for the church’s approval.
The Nominating Committee is beginning to work and
needs each member to consider where they can serve.
God has certainly gifted everyone with something that
they can do in His service. Prayerfully consider where
you want to serve and be ready to let the committee
know.

August will back to school and an
excellent time to pick those school
supplies on sale for the 60 Operation
Christmas Child Shoeboxes. If you are
willing to commit to pick up a quantity
of a particular item, please let Betty Jo
know. While you are shopping, please purchase a few
of the following: Pencils, pens, glue sticks, rulers,
calculators, composition books, crayons, colored
pencils, markers, scissors, paint sets, toothbrushes,
underwear, combs, hair brushes, hairbows, washcloths,
tools, sewing kits, coloring books, jump ropes, yoyos,
balls, matchbox cars.

There’s a place for you in
Sunday School! Join us at
9:45 a.m. each week as we
study the book of Psalms
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June  through  August.
Psalms is the Bible’s
“songbook  that offers

wisdom, comfort, encouragement, and healing”. The
lessons “will draw us close to God and challenge us to
become more like Him”. (Explore the Bible, Summer
2025)
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women + |eadership

WMU MEETINGS
Tuesday — July 22 — 6:30 p.m.
Tuesday — August 26 - 6:30 p.m.

OPPORTUNITY FOR MISSION GIVING
In July, the WMU of OLBC will be sponsoring a food
pantry fundraiser to help support the Grace Network
of MHC. Our items to donate in July are laundry
detergent, toilet paper, feminine products, and
deodorant. Of course, you can donate any non-
perishable items, such as canned vegetables, soup,
potato products, pancake mix, spaghetti sauce, or apple
sauce. You can also make a monetary donation. Please
have your items in by Sunday, July 27.

FBC COLLINSVILLE HOSTING
MISSIONARIES

Ladies, please come join us as we travel to 1st
Collinsville on Tuesday, July 29, to hear from Mrs.
Rebecca Beachy regarding their work in Mexico. Also
sharing their missionary stories will be Lisa Adams
(Peru & Thailand), Megan Chilton (China), and
Samantha Harris (Ecuador). We will hear firsthand

about the mission work that we pray for regularly. We
will leave OLBC at 5:30 p.m.

THANK YOU
Thank you to everyone who donated to the WMU
Missions Project for the Pregnancy Care Center in May.
The church donated $740.65 to this effort.

In June, we are collecting for Disaster Relief; to date we
have collected $625 of our $750 goal.

] MARK YOUR
CALENDARSI

There are two WMUYV events upcoming that may be of
interest to you.  CrossRoads 40th Anniversary
Homecoming | October 17 (Extended celebration
package available through October 18) and Women’s
Getaway | November 7-8



MISSION EMPHASIS
Grace Network

July 2025
Sunday Monday | Tuesday | Wednesday | Thursday | Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4 5
Church Council 6:00 PM Church Office
Closed
Independence
Day
6 Communion Sunday 7 8 9 1 0 1 1 1 2
Sunday School - 9:45 am
Worship Service - 11:00 am Prayer Meeting & Bible
Study

6:00 p.m.
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
Sunday School - 9:45 am Dr. Daniel Collins — Reserve
Worship Service - 11:00 am Prayer Meeting & Bible Weekend

Study

6:00 p.m.
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
Sunday School - 9:45 am WMU Meeting Prayer Meeting & Bible Stultz Family Reunion
Worship Service - 11:00 am 6:30 p.m. Study Fellowship Hall
Guest Speaker 6:00 p.m.
Brown Family Reunion
Fellowship Hall
27 28 29 30 31
Sunday School - 9:45 am Prayer Meeting & Bible
Worship Service - 11:00 am Study

6:00 p.m.

Deacons’ Meeting
7:00 p.m.

Deacon of the Month — Ben Morris Counters of the Month — Jim McMillan & Linda Poore



August 2025

Sunday Monday | Tuesday | Wednesday | Thursday | Friday Saturday
1 2
Daniel Collins — Reserve Duty
Weekend

3 4 5 6 7 8 9
Sunday School - 9:45 am Prayer Meeting & Bible
Worship Service - 11:00 am Study
Guest Speaker 6:00 p.m.
10 11 12 13 14 15 16
Sunday School - 9:45 am Business Meeting
Worship Service - 11:00 am 6:00 p.m.
Young/Pearson Reunion
Fellowship Hall Vote on Officers,

Teachers & Committees
17 18 19 20 21 22 23
Sunday School - 9:45 am Prayer Meeting & Bible
Worship Service - 11:00 am Study
Newsletter Info Due -Sept/Oct 6:00 p.m.
24 25 26 27 28 29 30
Sunday School - 9:45 am WMU Meeting Prayer Meeting & Bible
Worship Service — 11:00 am 6:30 p.m. Study
3 1 6:00 p.m.
Sunday School - 9:45 am Deacons’ Meeting
Worship Service - 11:00 am 7:00 p.m.

Deacon of the Month — Lance Frith Counters of the Month — Ken Turner & Pat Gusler



